Amanda C. Carroll
EDU 230
PP- Summary of Interviews



All of my interviewees were asked a variation of the following questions:

1. Do you feel that teaching diversity and multiculturalism to students at elementary grade levels is important? Why or why not?

2. How might learning about differences (racial, cultural, sexual, social etc.) of the students in the classroom change the students’ attitudes toward learning?

3. How might students exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and diverse populations be better or less equipped in today’s society?

4. How would teaching students to celebrate diversity and multiculturalism differ in an urban school population from in a rural school population?

5. What are some suggestions, ideas or activities that you feel would help to create a classroom environment centered on diversity?


Interview #1

I interviewed Kalisha Carrington, a high-school after school program coordinator on March 1st, 2010 via e-mail. I chose to interview her because she deals with teen-aged students on a daily basis and would provide insight on the interaction between students at an older age. In high school there is a lot of separation and groups of students based on similarities, which leads to some students feeling excluded because they are different. 
Ms. Carrington says that, “Teaching diversity and multiculturalism to students at an elementary grade level is important because the earlier they are exposed to things, the better the chance of acceptance. It’s like learning your alphabet, children don’t know why they need to know it, but they learn it because it is taught to them and they get used to it.”
When asked how learning about the differences in students may alter students’ attitudes toward learning Ms. Carrington responded, “Learning about differences in the students of the classroom may change student’s attitudes towards learning by allowing them to accept different people and accept things from the past, especially when learning history.” She raises an interesting point that never crossed my mind. Teaching diversity and multiculturalism can be a great focus for history lessons in the classroom.
When asked if teaching students to celebrate diversity at a young age would help children to be better prepared in today’s society, Ms. Carrington agreed. She says that they will be better equipped because they would have learned about different people and would be more comfortable being in a diverse population and comfortable to ask questions.
Because teaching multiculturalism and diversity needs to be exposed to students of all different populations I asked about teaching these concepts to rural and urban school students. Ms. Carrington’s response seemed to be the opposite of the responses that I received from my other interviewees. Ms. Carrington says, “Rural school population students may be more comfortable learning about and celebrating diversity because it may be something new to them whereas kids in an urban school population may already feel diverse, so a celebration may make them feel a bit intimidated about diversity and multiculturalism.”
As for suggestions to how a classroom teacher might be able to create a classroom focused on celebrating diversity Ms. Carrington responded, “A lot of group work, more discussions, open environment where questions can be asked comfortably and big circle settings will allow students to interact with and learn from their classmates who are all different from themselves.”

Interview #2 
	Laurene Lord is a Para-Professional in a special education classroom in an elementary school. I interviewed her over the phone on March 9th, 2010. She has worked in an elementary school setting for ten years. 
	 When asked if teaching diversity and multiculturalism to students at elementary grade levels is important, Ms. Lord responded, “Yes because that’s where they first encounter different cultures in a social setting.”
When asked how learning about differences of the students in the classroom might change the students’ attitudes towards learning Ms. Lord responded, “It teaches them to be more tolerant and opens the door to different views. Students will learn to be more open minded when it comes to interacting with people who are different from them.”
I asked Ms. Lord how might students exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and diverse populations be better or less equipped in today’s society. She responded, “They will be better equipped to deal with diversity in the workplace. People find themselves surrounded with co-workers from different socio-economic backgrounds, different sexes, different races as well as different cultures. They should be exposed to these ideas at an early age because it will make them feel comfortable enough to interact with different people.”
Ms. Lord works in an urban school setting. I asked her how teaching students to celebrate diversity and multiculturalism would differ in an urban school population from in a rural school population. Her response was, “Rural school populations have one type of social setting and in rural school populations there would be no access to examples which would make teaching diversity have a personal connection to the students.”
I asked Ms. Lord if she had any suggestions of how diversity lessons can be incorporated in the classroom or if she has seen any activities being done in her classroom. She said that in her classroom they used to have a day where students bring in dishes, clothing, pictures that represent their culture.

Interview #3
	I interviewed Njeri Geter who is a librarian at an elementary school and has previous experience as a classroom teacher. I interviewed her via e-mail on March 11, 2010.
Ms. Geter feels that teaching diversity and multiculturalism to students at elementary grade levels is important because “young children are naturally tolerant of others unless they’ve been taught to be negative or discriminatory.” She says that “teaching diversity at a young age will ensure that children don’t grow up with negative or false views of people who are different from them.”
When asked how learning about differences of the students of your classroom might change the students’ attitudes toward learning Ms Geter responded, “Teachers who learn about the differences of each of their students as individuals can better help each student because they are not generalizing the group but rather looking at each student as a part of the whole. This helps each student to feel like an integral part of the classroom as well as the lessons that might be centered on teaching something that might apply to them.”
I asked Ms. Geter how might students exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and diverse populations be better or less equipped in today’s society. She responded, “Students will definitely be better equipped to deal with people of other cultures if they understand those cultures. Exposing students to multiculturalism not only introduces them to customs and traditions of others who they might encounter in their classroom throughout their schooling, but also opens doors for them later in their lives. People are afraid of what they don’t know. They will not be hesitant or uncomfortable in a mixed setting because they would have had exposure to or at least informed about differences.”
	In reference to teaching students to celebrate diversity and multiculturalism in two different school settings Ms. Geter feels that, “in an urban school setting students would be learning about people who they are possibly sitting next to. They [students] would learn to look at their classmates and people in their community in a new light and maybe even be encouraged to ask these people questions in order to learn more. Students in the classroom can be used as the teachers. In a rural school setting, it might be harder to access resources to authentically teach about different cultures. There wouldn’t be any students who can verify what is being taught. The lesson might also mean less to the children because they have no way to relate to what is being taught.” 
Ms Geter suggested that, “As teachers start to build their classroom library they should include books that have different characters. They should also try to find books that emphasis differences and/or teach something about different cultures.”


Interview #4
	I interviewed Ira Manwaring, a worker for Keyspan Energy Company. I interviewed her because she represents a culture that may not be widely represented in her community. I interviewed her over the phone on March 22nd, 1010. 
	When asked if teaching diversity and multiculturalism to students at elementary grade levels is important Ms. Manwaring responded, “Students should learn at an early age to embrace differences within themselves as well as people who they might encounter. Schools are becoming more heterogeneous and elementary school children need to understand what this means.
Ms. Manwaring says that, “If teachers encourage their class to learn about what makes each student in the class different every student will feel more comfortable with themselves in the classroom. They will also be excited to learn about their classmates’ differences because they know that they will also have an opportunity to be the center of the classrooms’ learning experience.”
When asked how students exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and diverse populations might be better or less equipped in today’s society Ms. Manwaring said, “Students will be encouraged to seek opportunities outside of what they would normally consider if they are aware of other options. For example, when it comes time for them to choose a college or a place of employment, they will comfortable with traveling to places where the people might not look like them because they have learned to be tolerant of all different people.”
When asked how teaching students to celebrate diversity and multiculturalism would differ in an urban school population from in a rural school population Ms. Manwaring responded, “Urban schools are made up of students from a vast number of backgrounds. Urban schools might appreciate learning about multiculturalism more than rural schools. Schools in urban areas might also be more willing to fund efforts to celebrate diversity because they should be interested in appealing to their population.”
Ms. Manwaring suggests that students can take trips to museums and learn about the art forms of different cultures. She also says that “guest speakers or parents can also be bought into the classroom to teach about their own culture.”

Interview #5
I interviewed Vanessa Mndolo, a sophomore at Albright College, in person on March 24th, 2010. I chose to interview her because she is not native to this country often tries to bring her culture to the campus. She is the president of the African Students Society, a new organization on campus.
Ms. Mndolo thinks it is important to start teaching children the importance of diversity and multiculturalism at an early start. She says, “When things are taught to children at a young age they became social norms and our world is becoming more diverse not only by race but with different cultures.” 
When asked how learning about differences of the students of the classroom might change the students’ attitudes toward learning Ms. Mndolo responded “People become more aware and they are comfortable to ask question and just be more open.” 
I asked Ms. Mndolo how might students exposed to ideas of multiculturalism and diverse populations be better or less equipped in today’s society. She responded, “Students that are exposed to diversity and multiculturalism are able to look at the world using different lenses.  They are able to appreciate people from different backgrounds as well as learn. The best way to learn new information is by word of mouth and diversity and multiculturalism promotes that.” 
When asked how teaching students to celebrate diversity and multiculturalism would differ in an urban school population from in a rural school population she said, “Within an urban population there is sense of diversity in culture or sexual orientation. In most urban population the majority of the population are minorities celebrating diversity and multiculturalism will help students understand that we are all human and that it is not a fight of “us” against “them”.”
Ms. Mndolo suggested that having children do projects of other cultures that they either like or would like to know more about would help to create a classroom environment centered on diversity.





